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Jennifer Dyer  

Dissertation Proposal  

FAMILY MATTERS: DOMESTIC VIOLATIONS AND CIVIC KINSHIP 

 This dissertation will analyze family configurations that are marked as marginal or unlawful in relation 

to nationhood, identity and citizenship in late nineteenth- and early twentieth-century American literature.  

Postbellum literary and cultural products that feature transgressions involving kinship boundaries were 

traditionally overlooked or read in aesthetic or psychological terms.  More recently, scholars have examined 

these works in terms of race, class, gender and religion tensions.  However, a study that places the family unit at 

its center offers a deeper understanding of the representational interplay among kinship practices that contradict 

the socially constructed norms of the white, middle-class American family during this era, namely polygamy, 

miscegenation, and incest.  The nuclear family unit is the common denominator around which the United States 

organizes marriage, reproduction, and succession and through which the nation polices legal, political and social 

activities.  If a certain paradigm of the family is perceived as the guardian of postbellum American national 

morality (Grossberg 3), then paradigm shifts not only reflect dissension in the cultural landscape, but also 

jeopardize the effort to create a stable and unified American identity, consequently undermining civil cohesion in 

the fragmented post-Reconstruction nation.    

 Beginning in 1877 with the conclusion of Reconstruction and ending in 1917 with the beginning of 

World War I, this dissertation will draw from novels, short stories, plays, and periodicals to analyze how 

literary products that include uncertain kinship practices respond to national configurations of family.  Certain 

texts of this era are troubled with questions of kinship in terms of race, class, gender and religion.  Their 

responses can be read as attempts to test conventional limits as well as establish meaningful boundaries.  I will 

investigate how these representations respond to larger cultural anxieties over the perceived disintegration of the 

middle-class, white family as a result of shifting roles and alternative demographic patterns; how such literature 

imagines the female body as the linchpin for this struggle; how these models reveal the complex negotiation of 

citizenship and identity after the Civil War; and the extent to which the expression of these transgressions allows 

for their transformation, reintegration, or expulsion.  In the end, this study's significance will rest in its 

contribution to a broader scholarly understanding of the textual interactions among distinctive kinship 

configurations and their close relationship to identity, citizenship, and nation-building, together with deeper 
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insight into the socially constructed historical and literary forms that undergird kinship norms.  A complex 

awareness of these past pressures has ramifications for understanding contemporary notions of American 

family, identity, and nation.   

 

1. THE POSTBELLUM AMERICAN FAMILY: KINSHIP, MARGINALITY, AND IDENTITY  

 The first chapter will introduce the historical, social and legal background of the family in late 

nineteenth- and early twentieth-century America, as well as methodologies of approach.  My framework will 

include relevant cultural and feminist theories, including those set forth by Michael Foucault, Etienne Balibar, 

Judith Butler, Antonio Gramsci, and Charlotte Perkins Gilman.  In order to frame my discussion of middle-class 

domestic concerns, I will refer to the work of Stewart Blumin, Michael Gilmore, Amy Kaplan, and Shawn 

Michelle Smith.  Historians Stephanie Coontz, Michael Grossberg, Linda K. Kerber, T. J. Jackson Lears, Alan 

Trachtenberg and Karen Haltunnen will provide background for the Gilded Age and Progressive Era.  My 

theoretical emphases will reflect cultural studies and new historicist influences, with particular concern for the 

web of interrelations among race, class and gender.  I will explore the historical background of changing notions 

of family in relation to citizenship, identity and political values in order to delineate how kinship boundaries 

perceived as natural align with personal identifications such as race, class, gender and religion.  In addition to 

providing historically specific definitions of terms such as family and kinship, I will investigate socially 

constructed concepts of legality, marginality and criminality that relate to the family, such as polygamy, 

miscegenation and incest.  To illustrate public fears over family disintegration, I may discuss historical and 

fictional accounts of family-centered violence including responses to the infamous Lizzie Borden murder trial 

(1892) and Susan Glaspell’s play “Trifles” (1916), both of which challenge national sensibility through 

suspected familial homicide and reflect an urgent desire to account for cultural anomalies.  The policing of 

certain kinship behaviors occurs within a matrix of national anxiety, a process that emphasizes the exclusivity of 

certain family identities and the fragility of the narrow nuclear ideal.  Such concerns may respond to postbellum 

alterations in gender roles and race and class relations, cultural changes that destabilized family dynamics.  

After the Civil War, Smith suggests that middle class concerns gradually shifted from gender to race so that the 

white female body became imbued with a racialized, nationalistic destiny that “transformed the sentimental 

bonds of the middle-class family into a web of racialized hereditary relations” (6).  While Smith's focus is on 
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visual culture, it is my observation that this paradigm recurs in struggles over transgressive kinship and the 

questions such struggles raise over identity, belonging and family.  These anxieties may also react to the 

growing diversity of the American citizenry through immigration, emancipation and religious freedom.  

Consequently, this chapter will allow the multifaceted character of American family and kinship norms to be 

understood not as essential, natural forms, but rather as naturalized, socially constructed units that are 

intimately tied to politically-based ideologies of nationhood.  

 

2.  CRIMINAL SENSATIONS: MORMON POLYGAMY AND KINSHIP 

 In the second chapter, I will turn to the intersection between religion and kinship when I assess A.J. 

Switzer’s anti-polygamy novel Elder Northfield’s Home (1882) and Zane Grey’s enormously popular western 

Riders of the Purple Sage (1910).  Since the practice of polygamy in the Mormon Church radically departed 

from traditional Protestant ideologies of monogamy and the nuclear ideal during this period, its popular 

representation as a criminal, immoral or fanatical activity articulates fears over the collapse of cultural norms.  

Further, the denial of Utah statehood until six years after plural marriage was officially discontinued, signals a 

wholesale federal effort to nationalize family values that climaxed in the return of former practitioners to the 

American family in 1894, when presidential pardons restored their lost rights.  With this in mind, I will argue 

that in both Northfield and Riders, anxiety over kinship and nationalism centers precisely in middle-class 

domestic concerns in the form of the white female body.  In both novels, the heroine’s rejection of an alternative, 

polygamous family structure is explicitly tied to a normative Protestant discourse of white American ideals that 

“holds the kinship line.”  Marion and Mayon Northfield’s struggles to overcome polygamy are framed within an 

explicit language that imagines the home as a miniature nation and the sanctity of womanhood as central to that 

role.  In Riders, Jane Withersteen’s adherence to gendered ideological conventions leads her to reject plural 

marriage, a refusal that seems to promise genealogical renewal.  Both texts use the prism of religion to draw a 

connection between nation and family.  Each prescribes conduct that cleanses the citizenry of a practice that is 

perceived as illegal and immoral and links future national vitality to a return to traditional models of family 

embedded in monogamy.   

 

3. BLOOD TELLS: KINSHIP, RACE AND SCIENCE IN TWAIN  
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 My third chapter will investigate the suggested violation of the family through race.  To that end, I will 

consider miscegenation and its links to citizenship and scientific racism in Mark Twain’s complex novel 

Pudd’nhead Wilson (1894), with reference to Kate Chopin’s short story “Desiree’s Baby” (1892).  Twain's 

novel complicates discourses of citizenship and languages of blood purity advanced in works such as Thomas 

Dixon’s The Clansman (1905).  When family boundaries are threatened by racial difference, the novel conveys 

the white rejection of black kinship as well as the disenfranchisement associated with what Patton calls the 

"kinlessness" of slavery.  The figure of the mulatta slave Roxy both subverts and affirms middle-class genealogy 

while claiming the privileges of white womanhood and citizenship.  Her conduct leads to an impossible quandary 

of blood, kin, privilege and race that reveals the poisonous results of racism through the hero's obsession with 

scientific truth.  Yet, at the same time, the novel reveals the transcendent, but doomed, possibility of claiming 

that kinship through Roxy's struggle to redefine family and belonging in terms of race and national sensibility.  

Twain also uses science to question eugenic languages of blood purity and national destiny.  Ultimately, the 

novel probes the fear of domestic violation raised by the intersection of family, race, and science.    

 

4. FAMILY TIES: MISCEGENATION AND THE MIDDLE-CLASS FAMILY IN CHESNUTT  

 The fourth chapter will examine miscegenation within the context of postbellum class concerns when I 

consider its relationship to property, succession and the middle-class family in Charles A. Chesnutt’s The 

Marrow of Tradition (1901).  This novel is concerned with tension over interracial family ties and the class and 

economic consequences that follow from social practices.  Like Twain, Chesnutt reverses languages of blood 

purity while questioning the limits of American citizenship.  Unlike Twain, Chesnutt links the rise of a black 

middle class to a legitimate American citizenship and claims an equal place for black subjectivity.  The white 

matriarch Olivia's denial of family connection to her biracial half-sister Janet reveals the social construction of 

kinship and the ramifications of such familial rejection, particularly in relation to property.  Chesnutt' borrows 

from class and gender ideologies to query racial and familial boundaries and recasts Janet in the mode of the 

white, middle-class heroine.  Chesnutt’s text also shifts the paradigm of white womanhood by reimagining Janet 

as the moral center of the novel.  I will also argue that Chesnutt intertwines national ideology with racial 

discourse to question the cultural obsession with policing blood boundaries.  In the end, The Marrow of 
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Tradition demands legitimate citizenship for the black, middle-class family just as the novel insists on that 

family’s contributions to American national identity.   

 

5. BLOOD IS THICKER THAN WATER: INCEST, ILLNESS AND KINSHIP IN HOPKINS 

 In my fifth chapter, I will consider incest and illness in Pauline Hopkins’ Of One Blood (1902).  This 

novel explicitly thematizes denaturalized mixtures, disease, blood and the maintenance of clear family 

boundaries within a transnational context.  Hopkins offers an alternative genealogy to white, middle-class 

womanhood through the American biracial singer, Dianthe, and the African queen, Candace.  Although Dianthe 

commits suicide after she discovers not only that she has married both her brothers but also that they all share 

“black blood”, she and Candace are reimagined by Hopkins within the national and human family.  Of One 

Blood serves as a watershed in the question of kinship and nationality by suggesting both the ruin of the 

American family tree and the promise of a new Pan-African lineage through the union of Reuel and Candace.  It 

offers a blood model that is pure in character, not soiled by a history of wrongdoing.  The novel also casts doubt 

on the sanctity of white womanhood through complicity in black female exploitation.  By reimagining kinship on 

an international stage, Hopkins offers a broad model that departs from the socially constructed norm and 

emphasizes character and sensibility over race and privilege.  In order to demonstrate the enormous anxiety 

incest creates, I may briefly refer to Edith Wharton’s novel Ethan Frome as well as the Army’s notorious incest 

trial of 1875.  At the end of this chapter, I will link concerns over incest back to Elder Northfield’s Home and 

Riders of the Purple Sage, where the incest trope intersects with anxiety over polygamy as well.   

 

6. ALL IN THE FAMILY: CONCLUSIONS DRAWN ON NATIONAL SENSIBILITY   

In closing, I will reiterate each chapter's individual arguments and then draw global connections among 

them.  Each text enters into complex debates over social reorganization and governance.  The response to 

domestic violations within local and national families redefines cultural expectations for conduct through the 

interrogation of national codes of citizenship embedded in race, gender and religion.  This dissertation will 

recognize the socially constructed roots of the family in order to emphasize naturalized assumptions about 

American citizenship and identity.  A century or more after the Progressive era, the continuing investigation into 

the literary and historical negotiation of family matters is a reminder of their urgency and relevance.  



   Dyer 6 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

Birth of a Nation.  Directed and written by D. W. Griffith.  Based on the novel The Clansman by Thomas  

Dixon, Jr.  Festival Films: 1915.   

The Book of Mormon.  Trans. by Joseph Smith, Junior.  Salt Lake City, Utah: Church of Jesus Chris  

of Latter-day Saints, 1982.   

Chesnutt, Charles W.  The Marrow of Tradition.  1901.  Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1969.  

Chopin, Kate.  “Desiree’s Baby.”  1892.  The Harper American Literature.  Eds. Donald McQuade, et. al.   

Vol. 2.  New York: Harper & Row, 1987.  702–6.   

Dixon, Jr., Thomas.  The Clansman: A Historical Romance of the Ku Klux Klan.  1905.  Introduction by  

Thomas D. Clark.  Lexington: U P of Kentucky, 1970. 

- - - .  The Leopard’s Spots.  New York: n.p., 1902. 

Du Bois, W. E. B.  The Souls of Black Folk.  1903.  Introduction by Donald B. Gibson.  New York:  

Penguin, 1989. 

Gilman, Charlotte Perkins.  Herland: A Lost Feminist Utopian Novel.  1915.  Introduction by Ann J. Lane.   

New York: Pantheon, 1979.  

Gobineau, Count Joseph Arthur de.  The Inequality of Human Races.  1855.  Trans. by Adrian Collins.   

New York: Howard Fertig, 1967.      

Grant, Madison.  The Passing of the Great Race or The Racial Basis of European History.  New York:  

Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1922.     

Grey, Zane.  Riders of the Purple Sage.  1910.  New York: Penguin, 1990.     

Hopkins, Pauline.  Of One Blood; or, The Hidden Self.  1902.  The Magazine Novels of Pauline  

Hopkins.  Introduction by Hazel Carby.  New York: Oxford U P, 1988.  439–621. 

- - - .  “Talma Gordon.”  n.p.,  1900.       

 “JAMA 100 Years Ago: February 24, 1900.”  Journal of the American Medical Association.   

283.8 (February 23, 2000): 980.        

Lincoln, Abraham.  “A House Divided: Speech at Springfield, Illinois Republican State Convention, June  

16, 1958.”  Famous Speeches of Abraham Lincoln.  Freeport: NY: Books for Libraries P, 98-108. 

Riis, Jacob.  How the Other Half Lives.  1901.  New York: Dover, 1971.   



   Dyer 7 

Seaman, L.  What Miscegenation Is!  New York: Waller and Willetts, 1864.   

Stenhouse, Mrs. Thomas B. H.  (Fanny).  Tell it All: The Story of a Life’s Experience in Mormonism.   

Hartford: A. D. Washington and Co., 1875.   

Switzer, A.J.  Elder Northfield’s Home.  N.p.: 1882.   

Tanner, Annie Clark.  A Mormon Mother: An Autobiography.  1941.  Salt Lake City, UT: Signature  

Books, 1969.   

Twain, Mark (Samuel Langhorne Clemens).  Pudd’nhead Wilson and Those Extraordinary Twins.   

1894.  Ed. by Sidney E. Berger.  New York: W. W. Norton, 1980.   

Twain, Mark.  Roughing It. 1872.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1995.   

Washington, Booker T.  Up From Slavery: An Autobiography.  New York: n.p., 1900.   

Young, Ann Eliza.  Wife No. 19 or the Story of A Life in Bondage.  1875.  New York: Arno, 1972.   



   Dyer 8 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

Allen, Carol.  Black Woman Intellectuals: Strategies of Nation, Family, and Neighborhood in the Works  

of Pauline Hopkins, Jessie Faucet, and Marita Bonner.  New York: Garland P, 1998.   

Anderson, Benedict.  Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism.   

London: Verso, 1983. 

Arrington, Leonard J. and Jon Haupt.  “Intolerable Zion: The Image of Mormonism in Nineteenth  

Century American Literature.”  Western Humanities Review 22 (Summer 1968): 243-60.   

Bardaglio, Peter W.  “‘Shamefull Matches’: The Regulations of Interracial Sex and Marriage in the South  

before 1900.”  Sex, Love, Race: Crossing Boundaries in North American History.  Ed. by Martha  

Hodes.  New York: New York U P, 1999.  112 – 140.  

Babb, Valerie.  Whiteness Visible: The Meaning of Whiteness in American Literature and Culture.   

New York: New York U P, 1998.    

Baker, Houston.  Workings of the Spirit.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1991. 

Balibar , Etienne and Immanuel Wallerstein.  “Preface.”  Race, Nation, Class: Ambiguous Identities.   

Trans. by Chris Turner.  London: Verso, 1991.   

Barnett, Louise.  Ungentlemanly Acts: the Army’s Notorious Incest Trial.  New York: Hill and Wang, 2000.   

Bell, Vikki.  Interrogating Incest: Feminism, Foucault and the Law.  London: Routledge, 1993.   

Bentley, Nancy.  “White Slaves: The Mulatto Hero in Antebellum Fiction.”  Subjects and Citizens:  

Nation, Race and Gender from Oronooko to Anita Hill.  Ed. by Michael Moon and Cathy N.  

Davidson.  Durham: Duke U P, 1995.  195 – 216.   

Berlant, Lauren.  The Anatomy of National Fantasy.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1991. 

_____________.  “The Theory of Infantile Citizenship.”  Becoming National, A Reader.  Ed. Geoff Eley and  

Ronald Grigor Suny.  New York: Oxford UP, 1996.  495-508.  

_____________.  The Queen of America Goes to Washington City: Essays on Sex and Citizenship.   

Durham: Duke U P, 1997.   

Bhabha, Homi K., ed.  Nation and Narration.  New York: Routledge, 1990.   

_____________.  “Of Mimicry and Man: the Ambivalence of Colonial Discourse” October 28 (Spring 1984):  

126).   



   Dyer 9 

Bloom, Harold.  The American Religion: The Emergences of the Post-Christian Nation.  New  

York: Simon & Schuster, 1992. 

Blumin, Stuart.  The Emergence of the Middle-Class: Social Experience in the American City, 1760 –  

1900.  Cambridge: Cambridge U P, 1989. 

Boeckmann, Cathy.  A Question of Character: Scientific Racism and the Genres of American Fiction, 1892 –  

1912.  Tuscaloosa: U of Alabama P, 2000. 

Brodhead, Richard H.  Cultures of Letters: Scenes of Reading and Writing in Nineteenth-Century  

America.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1993.   

Bryant, Jerry H.  Victims and Heroes: Racial Violence in the African American Novel.  Amherst: U of  

Massachusetts P, 1997. 

Brown, Gillian.  Domestic Individualism: Imagining Self in Nineteenth-Century America.  Berkeley:  

U P of California, 1990. 

Buchanan, Frederick S. “Education Among the Mormons: Brigham Young and the Schools of Utah.”   

History of Education Quarterly 22 (1982): 435-59.   

Butler, Judith.  Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of “Sex.”  New York: Routledge, 1993. 

___________.  Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity.  New York: Routledge, 1990.   

Caraway, Nancie.  Segregated Sisterhood: Racism and the Politics of American Feminism.  Knoxville:  

U of Tennessee P, 1991. 

Carby, Hazel.  Reconstructing Womanhood: The Emergence of the Afro-American Woman Novelist.   

New York: Oxford, U P, 1987. 

Chase, Richard.  The American Novel and its Tradition.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins P, 1957.   

Cherniavsky, Eva.  That Pale Mother Rising: Sentimental Discourses and the Imitation of Motherhood in  

19th-Century America.  Bloomington: Indiana U P, 1995.  

Christian, Barbara.  Black Women Novelists: The Development of a Tradition, 1892 –1976.  Westport,  

Connecticut: Greenwood P, 1980. 

Cohen, Daniel.  Pillars of Salt, Monuments of Grace: New England Crime Literature and the Origins of  

American Popular Culture, 1674 – 1860.  New York: Oxford U P, 1993.   

Coontz, Stephanie.  The Social Origins of Private Life: A History of American Families 1600 - 1900.  New  



   Dyer 10 

York: Verso, 1988. 

Copeland, David A.  “The ‘Mormon Problem’ and the Press.”  Outsiders in Nineteenth-Century Press  

History: Multicultural Perspectives.  Ed. by Frankie Hutton and Barbara Straus Reed.  Bowling  

Green, OH: Bowling Green U P, 1995.   

Cox, James M.  “Pudd’nhead Revisited.”  Mark Twain’s Pudd’nhead Wilson: Race, Conflict and Culture.   

Ed. by Susan Gillman and Forrest G. Robinson.  Durham: Duke U P, 1990.  1-21.     

Davis, David Brion.  Homicide in American Fiction, 1798 – 1860, A Study in Social Values.  1957.  Ithaca,  

NY: Cornell U P, 1968. 

Denning, Michael.  Mechanic Accents: Dime Novels and Working-Class Culture in America.  New York:  

Verso, 1987.  

Dimock, Wai Chee and Michael T. Gilmore, eds. Rethinking Class : Literary Studies and Social Formations.  

New York : Columbia University Press, 1994. 

Diner, Steven J.  A Very Different Age: Americans of the Progressive Era.  New York: Hill and Wang,  

1998. 

Donaldson, Susan V.  Competing Voices: the American Novel, 1865 – 1914.  New York: Twayne, 1998. 

Douglas, Ann.  The Feminization of American Culture.  New York: Avon Books, 1977.   

DuCille, Ann.  The Coupling Convention: Sex, Text and Tradition in Black Women’s Fiction.   New York:  

Oxford U P, 1993. 

Embry, Jessie L.  Mormon Polygamous Families: Life in the Principle.  Salt Lake City: U of Utah  

P, 1987.   

Finseth, Ian.  “How Shall the Truth Be Told? Language and Race in The Marrow of Tradition.”   

American Literary Realism 31.3 (1999 Spring):  1-20.    

Fishel, Leslie H., Jr.  “The African-American Experience.”  The Gilded Age: Essays on the Origins of  

Modern America.  Ed. by Charles W. Calhoun.  Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Books, 1996.   

137 – 162. 

Fisher, Philip. Hard Facts: Setting and Form in the American Novel.  New York: Oxford U P, 1987.  

Fishkin, Shelley Fisher.  Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and American  

Culture.  New York: Oxford U P, 1998. 



   Dyer 11 

Flexner, Eleanor.  Century of Struggle: The Woman’s Rights Movement in the United States.   

Revised Edition.  Cambridge: Harvard U P, 1982.  

Foner, Eric, ed.  The New American History.  Philadelphia: Temple U P, 1990.     

- - - .  A Short History of Reconstruction, 1863 – 1877.  New York: Harper & Row, 1990. 

Foster, Frances Smith.  Written by Herself: Literary Production by African American Women, 1746 –  

1892.  Bloomington: Indiana U P, 1993. 

Foucault, Michel.  Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison.  Trans. Alan Sheridan.  New York:  

Vintage, 1979.  

_____________.  The Foucault Reader.  Ed. by Paul Rabinow.  New York: Pantheon, 1984. 

_____________.  The History of Sexuality: An Introduction.  Vol. I.  Trans. by Robert Hurley.  New  

York: Vintage, 1990. 

_____________.  Religion and Culture.  Ed. by Jeremy R. Carrette.  Routledge: New York, 1999.   

Fulton, Joe.  Mark Twain’s Ethical Realism: The Aesthetics of Race, Class and Gender.  Columbia: U of  

Missouri P, 1997. 

Gaines, Kevin.  “Black Americans’ Racial Uplift Ideology as ‘Civilizing Mission’: Pauline E. Hopkins on  

Race and Imperialism.”  Cultures of U.S. Imperialism.  Ed. by Amy Kaplan and Donald Pease.  Duke  

U P, 1993.  433 – 455. 

Gillman, Susan.  “Pauline Hopkins and the Occult: African-American Revisions of Nineteenth-Century  

Sciences.”  American Literary History 8.1 (Spring 1996): 57-82. 

____________.   “‘Sure Identifiers’:  Race, Science, and the Law in Pudd’nhead Wilson.”  Mark Twain’s  

Pudd’nhead Wilson: Race, Conflict and Culture.  Ed. by Susan Gillman and Forrest G. Robinson.  

Durham: Duke U P, 1990.  86 – 104. 

Gilmore, Michael T.  “Hawthorne and the Making of the Middle Class.” Rethinking Class : Literary Studies  

and Social Formations.  Ed. by Wai Chee Dimock and Michael T. Gilmore.  New York : Columbia  

University Press, 1994.  215-38.   

Girard, Rene.  Violence and the Sacred.  Trans. by Patrick Gregory.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins P, 1977.   

Gordon, Linda.  Heroes of Their Own Lives: The Politics and History of Family Violence, Boston 1880 –  

1960.  New York, 1988.  



   Dyer 12 

___________ and Paul O’Keefe.  “Incest as a Form of Family Violence: Evidence from Historical Case  

Records.”  Journal of Marriage and the Family 46 (February 1984): 27–34.  

Gordon, Sarah Barringer.  “’The Liberty of Self-Degradation’: Polygamy, Woman Suffrage, and Consent  

in Nineteenth-Century America.”  Journal of American History (Dec. 1996): 815-47.   

Gould, Stephen Jay.  The Mismeasure of Man.  New York: Norton, 1996.     

Grossberg, Michael.  Governing the Hearth: Law and the Family in Nineteenth-Century America.  Chapel  

Hill: U P of North Carolina, 1985. 

Gruesser, John.  “Pauline Hopkins’ Of One Blood: Creating an Afrocentric Fantasy for a Black Middle  

Class Audience.” Modes of the Fantastic: Selected Essays from the Twelfth International  

Conference on the Fantastic in the Arts.  Ed. by Robert A. Latham and Robert A. Collins.  Westport, 

Connecticut: Greenwood P, 1995.  74 – 83. 

____________, ed.  The Unruly Voice: Rediscovering Pauline Hopkins.  Urbana: U of Illinois P,  

1996.  158 – 181 

Hardy, B. Carmon.  Solemn Covenant: The Mormon Polygamous Passage.  Urbana: U of Illinois P, 1992. 

Haltunnen, Karen.  Murder Most Foul: The Killer and the American Gothic Imagination.  Cambridge:  

Harvard U P, 1998. 

Hansen, Klaus J.  Mormonism and the American Experience.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1981.   

Horsman, Reginald.  Race and Manifest Destiny: The Origins of American Racial Anglo-Saxonism.   

Cambridge: Harvard U P, 1981.   

Jameson, Frederic.  The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act.  Ithaca, New  

York: Cornell U P, 1981.     

Jehlen, Myra.  “The Ties that Bind:  Race and Sex in Pudd’nhead Wilson.”  Mark Twain’s Pudd’nhead  

Wilson: Race, Conflict and Culture.  Ed. by Susan Gillman and Forrest G. Robinson.  Durham:  

Duke U P, 1990.  105 – 120.   

Kaplan, Amy.  “Black and Blue on San Juan Hill.”  Cultures of United States Imperialism.  Ed. by Amy  

Kaplan and Donald Pease.  Durham: Duke U P, 1993.  219 – 236. 

__________.  “Manifest Domesticity.”  American Literature 70.3 (September 1998): 581-606.   

__________. The Social Construction of American Realism.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1988. 



   Dyer 13 

Kerber, Linda K.  “A Constitutional Right to be Treated like American Ladies: Women and the Obligations  

of Citizenship.” U.S. History as Women’s History.  Chapel Hill: U of North Carolina P, 1995. 17–35.       

_____________.  “The Republican Ideology of the Revolutionary Generation.”  American Quarterly 37 (Fall  

1985): 474–95. 

_____________.  Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America.  Chapel Hill: U  

P of North Carolina, 1980. 

Kevles, Daniel J.  In the Name of Eugenics: Genetics and the Uses of Human Heredity.  New York: Knopf,  

1985. 

Kimball, Arthur C.  Ace of Hearts: The Westerns of Zane Grey.  Fort Worth: Texas Christian U P, 1993. 

Kinney, James.  Amalgamation! Race, Sex and Rhetoric in the Nineteenth-Century American Novel.   

Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1985. 

Ladd, Barbara.  Nationalism and the Color Line in George W. Cable, Mark Twain, and William Faulkner.   

 Baton Rouge: Louisiana U P, 1996.   

Lane, Ann J.  To Herland and Beyond: The Life and Works of Charlotte Perkins Gilman.  New York:  

Meridian/Penguin USA, 1991. 

Lears, T.J. Jackson.  No Place of Grace: Antimodernism and the Transformation of American  

 Culture 1880 - 1920.  New York: Pantheon, 1981.  

Lévi-Strauss, Claude.  The Elementary Structures of Kinship.  1967.  Trans. James Harle Bell et. al.  

Boston: Beacon, 1969.   

Lott, Eric.  “Mr. Clemens and Jim Crow: Twain, Race and Blackface.”  The Cambridge Companion to  

Mark Twain.  Ed. by Forrest G. Robinson.  New York: Cambridge U P, 1998.  129 – 152. 

McClintock, Anne.  Imperial Leather: Race, Gender and Sexuality in the Colonial Context.  New York:  

Routledge, 1995.     

McCorry, Stephanie.  “The Two Faces of Republicanism: Gender and Proslavery Politics in Antebellum  

South Carolina.”  The Journal of American History 78.4 (March 1992): 1245-64.   

McDowell, Deborah E.  “The Changing Same”: Black Women’s Literature, Criticism and Theory.   

Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana U P, 1995. 

McLeannan, Karen Jacobsen.  Nature’s Ban: Women’s Incest Literature.  Boston: Northeastern U P, 1996.   



   Dyer 14 

Michaels, Walter Benn.  The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism: American Literature at the Turn  

of the Century.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1987. 

Michaels, Walter Benn.  Our America: Nativism, Modernism, Pluralism.  Durham: Duke U P, 1995. 

Miller, D. A.  The Novel and the Police.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1988.   

Moore, R. Laurence.  Religious Outsiders and the Making of Americans.  New York: Oxford U P, 1986.   

Najmi, Samina.  “Janet, Polly, and Olivia: Constructs of Blackness and White Femininity in Charles  

Chesnutt's The Marrow of Tradition.”  Southern Literary Journal 32.1 (1999 Fall): 1-19.     

Nickerson, Catherine Ross.  The Web of Iniquity: Early Detective Fiction by American Women.  Durham,  

NC: Duke U P, 1998. 

Omi, Michael and Howard Winant.  Racial Formation in the United States from the 1960s to the 1990s.   

New York: Routledge, 1994.  

Ostling, Richard N. and Joan K. Ostling.  Mormon America: The Power and the Promise.  San Francisco:  

HarperCollins, 1999. 

Parker, Hershel.  Flawed Texts and Verbal Icons: Literary Authority in American Fiction.  Evanston:  

Northwestern U P, 1984.     

Pascoe, Peggy.  Relations of Rescue: The Search for Female Moral Authority in the American West,  

1874 – 1939.  New York: Oxford U P, 1990. 

Patton, Venetria K.  Women in Chains: the Legacy of Slavery in Black Women's Fiction.  Albany : State U of  

New York P, 2000. 

Pernick, Martin S.  The Black Stork: Eugenics and the Death of “Defective” Babies in American  

Medicine and Motion Pictures Since 1915.  New York: Oxford U P, 1996. 

Peterson, Charles S.  “A New Community: Mormon Teachers and the Separation of Church and State in  

Utah’s Territorial Schools.”  Utah History Quarterly.  n.d. 

Pickens, Donald K.  Eugenics and the Progressives.  Nashville: Vanderbilt U P, 1968.   

Porter, Carolyn.  “Roxana’s Plot.”  Mark Twain: A Collection of Critical Essays.  Ed. by Eric J.  

Sundquist.  Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1994.  154 – 168.   

Powell, Allan Kent, ed.  Utah History Encyclopedia.  Salt Lake City, U of Utah P, n.d.   

Quinn, D. Michael. “LDS Church Authority and New Plural Marriages, 1890-1904.”  Dialogue 18  



   Dyer 15 

(Spring 1985): 9-105.   

Render, Sylvia Lyons.  Charles W. Chesnutt.  New York: Twayne Publishers, 1980.   

Reynolds, David S.  Beneath the American Renaissance: The Subversive Imagination in the Age of  

Emerson and Melville.  Cambridge: Harvard U P, 1988.  

Robinson, Forrest G and Susan Gillman, eds.  Mark Twain’s Pudd’nhead Wilson: Race, Conflict and  

Culture.  Durham: Duke U P, 1990.   

Rogin, Michael.  Father and Children: Andrew Jackson and the Subjugation of the American Indian.  New  

York: Knopf, 1975. 

Rosenberg, Rosalind.  Beyond Separate Spheres: Intellectual Roots of Modern Feminism.  New Haven: Yale  

U P, 1982. 

Samuels, Shirley, ed.  The Culture of Sentiment: Race, Gender and Sentimentality in Nineteenth-Century  

America. New York: Oxford UP, 1992.   

Sánchez-Eppler, Karen.  “Bodily Bonds: The Intersecting Rhetorics of Feminism and Abolition.”   

Representations 24 (Fall 1988): 28 – 59. 

__________________.  “Temperance in the Bed of a Child: Incest and Social Order in Nineteenth Century  

America.”  American Quarterly  47.1 (March 1995): 1 - 33.   

Saxton, Alexander.  The Rise and Fall of the White Republic: Class Politics and Mass Culture in Nineteenth  

Century America.  London: Verso, 1990. 

Short, Gretchen.  “The Dilemmas of Reconstructing the Nation in Albion W. Tourgee's A Fool's Errand  

and Chesnutt's Marrow of Tradition.”  REAL: The Yearbook of Research in English and  

American Literature 14 (1998): 241-67.    

Slotkin, Richard.  “Buffalo Bill’s ‘Wild West’ and the Mythologization of American Empire.”  Cultures  

of United States Imperialism.  Ed. by Amy Kaplan and Donald Pease.  Durham, N.C.: Duke U P,  

1993.  164 – 181. 

Smith, Shawn Michelle.  American Archives: Gender, Race and Class in Visual Culture.  Princeton:  

Princeton U P, 1999.   

Smith-Rosenberg, Carroll.  Disorderly Conduct: Visions of Gender in Victorian America.  New York:  

Oxford U P, 1985.  



   Dyer 16 

Sollors, Werner.  Neither Black Nor White Yet Both: Thematic Explorations of Interracial Literature.  New  

York: Oxford U P, 1996.     

Spillers, Hortense J.  “Mama’s Baby, Papa’s Maybe: An American Grammar Book.”  Feminisms: An  

Anthology of Literary Theory and Criticism.  Ed. by Robyn R. Warhol and Diane Price  

Herndl.  New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers U P, 1997.  384 – 405.   

Stoler, Ann Laura.  Race and the Education of Desire: Foucault’s History of Sexuality and the Colonial  

Order of Things.   Durham: Duke U P, 1997.   

Subryan, Carmen.  “Mark Twain and the Black Challenge.”  Satire or Evasion?  Black Perspectives on  

Huckleberry Finn.  Ed. by James S. Leonard, Thomas A. Tenney and Thadious M. Davis.   

Durham: Duke U P, 1992. 91 – 102. 

Sundquist, Eric J.  To Wake the Nations: Race in the Making of American Literature.  Cambridge:  

Harvard U P, 1993.   

Taves, Ernest H.  This is the Place: Brigham Young and the New Zion.  Buffalo, New York:  

Prometheus Books, 1991. 

Tate, Claudia.  Domestic Allegories of Political Desire: The Black Heroine’s Text at the Turn of the  

Century.  New York: Oxford U P, 1992.   

Toles, George E.  “Mark Twain and Pudd’nhead Wilson: A House Divided.”  Mark Twain: An Anthology  

of Recent Criticism.  Ed. by Prafulla C. Kar.  Delhi: Pencraft International, 1992.  195 – 220. 

Tompkins, Jane. Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of American Fiction, 1790 - 1860.  New York:  

Oxford U P, 1985. 

____________.  West of Everything: The Inner Life of Westerns.  New York: Oxford U P, 1992.   

Trachtenberg, Alan.  The Incorporation of America: Culture and Society in the Gilded Age.  New York: Hill  

and Wang, 1982.   

Turner, Frederick Jackson.  The Significance of the Frontier in American History.  New York: Holt,  

Rinehart and Winston, 1962. 

Twitchell, James B.  Forbidden Partners: The Incest Taboo in Modern Culture.  New York: Columbia U  

P, 1987. 

Van Wagoner, Richard S.  Mormon Polygamy: A History.  Second Edition.  Salt Lake City:  



   Dyer 17 

Signature Books, 1989.   

Wald, Priscilla.  Constituting Americas: Cultural Anxiety and Narrative Form.  Durham: Duke U P, 1995.   

Warhol, Robyn R. and Diane Price Herndl, eds.  Feminisms: An Anthology of Literary Theory and  

Criticism.  New Brunswick, New Jersey: Rutgers U P, 1997. 

Washington, Mary Helen.  Invented Lives.  New York: Doubleday, 1987. 

Williams, Raymond.  Culture and Society.  New York: Columbia U P, 1983.   

Wolkomir, Michelle J.  “Moral Elevation and Egalitarianism: Shades of Gray in Chesnutt's The Marrow  

Of Tradition.”  College Language Association Journal 36.3 (1993 Mar): 245-59.   

Wonham, Henry B.  “‘I Want a Real Coon’: Mark Twain and Late-Nineteenth-Century Ethnic  

Caricature.”  American Literature 72.1 (March 2000): 117 – 152. 


